
Standardized College Admission Testing:  Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1.  Do I need to take a standardized test to get into college?  Colleges are beginning 
to move away from this requirement.  If your GPA is strong, you may not need to take a 
standardized test.  However, colleges may get a more complete understanding of your 
abilities when you submit the test scores to your college.  Check with colleges you plan 
to attend to see if they recommend or need  SAT or ACT test scores for admission. 
 
2.  Are there any advantages to taking a standardized admission test? 
Scholarships and predictors for college success are both possibilities when students 
submit their standardized test scores to colleges. 
 
3.  Which test should I take, the SAT or the ACT?  Typically colleges will accept 
either one, but in the midwest the ACT is typically the test students take.  The SAT test 
provides just over 20% more time to answer the questions than the ACT. 
 
4. Will preparing for the test help me score better?  Research indicates that scores 
improve when students prepare.  In fact, SAT recently announced a 115 point 
improvement for those students who prepared for 20 hours. 
 
5.  What is the best way to prepare?  Open an account with act.org or 
collegeboard.org (for the SAT).  Both sites will direct you to free study opportunities. 
Practice tests are very helpful.  SAT partners with Khan Academy to help you merge 
your account to develop a personal online study plan and provides practice results very 
quickly.  
 
6.  Where else can I find study tips and learn test taking strategies?  There are 
actually many YouTube videos that provide direct tutoring and instruction tips for the 
SAT or ACT.  Your local library may also have the latest practice manuals with tips and 
strategies. 
 
7.  When should I take a college admissions test?  The late spring of your junior year 
or early fall of your senior year provide the best measure of your ability.  College 
applications should be completed for most colleges by December 15, so plan to have 
your scores sent directly to colleges you’re applying to.  
 
8.  Do I need to register in advance?  Yes, plan ahead!  Registering early takes the 
pressure off of last minute registration challenges.  Please, do not wait until the last day 
to register. 


